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Introduction 


The following short book discusses the concept of obtaining Good in 
Both Worlds. This discussion is based on Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, Verses 
200-202 of the Holy Quran: 


“And when you have completed your rites, remember Allah like your 
[previous] remembrance of your fathers or with [much] greater 
remembrance. And among the people is he who says, "Our Lord, give us 
in this world," and he will have in the Hereafter no share. But among 
them is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] good 
and in the Hereafter [that which is] good and protect us from the 
punishment of the Fire. Those will have a share of what they have 
earned, and Allah is swift in account.” 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 


Good in Both Worlds 


Chapter 2 - Al Baqarah, Verses 200-202 


“And when you have completed your rites, remember Allah like your 
[previous] remembrance of your fathers or with [much] greater 
remembrance. And among the people is he who says, "Our Lord, give us 
in this world," and he will have in the Hereafter no share. But among 
them is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] good 
and in the Hereafter [that which is] good and protect us from the 
punishment of the Fire. Those will have a share of what they have 
earned, and Allah is swift in account.” 


“And when you have completed your rites [of Hajj]...” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1773, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the reward 
for an accepted Holy Pilgrimage is nothing except Paradise. 


The real purpose of the Holy Pilgrimage is to prepare Muslims for their 
final journey to the hereafter. The same way a Muslim leaves behind 
their home, business, wealth, family, friends and social status in order to 
perform the Holy Pilgrimage this will occur at the time of their death 
when they take their final journey to the hereafter. In fact, a Hadith found 
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2379, advises that a person's family and 
wealth abandons them at their grave and only their deeds, good and 
bad, accompany them. 


When a Muslim bears this in mind during their Holy Pilgrimage they will 
fulfil all the aspects of this duty correctly. This Muslim will return back 
home a changed person as they will prioritise preparing for their final 
journey to the hereafter over amassing the excess aspects of this 
material world. They will strive in fulfilling the commands of Allah, the 
Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience 
according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, which includes taking from this world in order to 
fulfill their needs and the needs of their dependents without waste, 
excessiveness or extravagance. 


Muslims should not treat the Holy Pilgrimage as a holiday and a place to 
shop as this attitude defeats the purpose of it. It must remind Muslims of 
their final journey to the hereafter a journey which has no return and no 
second chances. Only this will inspire one to fulfil the Holy Pilgrimage 
correctly and prepare adequately for the hereafter. 


“And when you have completed your rites [of worship]...” 


It is important to note that one can only complete their acts of worship 
correctly when they have been performed in ways prescribed by Islam. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4606, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that any matter 
which is not based on Islam will be rejected. 


If Muslims desire lasting success in both worldly and religious matters 
they must strictly adhere to the teachings of the Holy Quran and the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. Even though, certain actions which are not directly taken from these 
two sources of guidance can still be considered a righteous deed it is 
important to prioritize these two sources of guidance over all else. 
Because the fact is that the more one acts on things which are not taken 
from these two sources even if it is a righteous deed the less they will 
act on these two sources of guidance. An obvious example is how many 
Muslims have adopted cultural practices into their lives which do not 
have a foundation in these two sources of guidance. Even if these 
cultural practices are not sins they have preoccupied Muslims from 
learning and acting on these two sources of guidance as they feel 
satisfied with their behaviour. This leads to ignorance of the two sources 
of guidance which in turn will only lead to misguidance. 


This is why a Muslim must learn and act on these two sources of 
guidance which have been established by the leaders of guidance and 


only then act on other voluntary righteous deeds if they have the time 
and energy to do so. But if they choose ignorance and made up 
practices even if they are not sins over learning and acting on these two 
sources of guidance they will not achieve success. 


“And when you have completed your rites, remember Allah...with 
[much] greater remembrance...” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6407, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the 
difference between the person who remembers Allah, the Exalted, and 
the one who does not is like a living person compared to a dead person. 


It is important for Muslims who desire to create a strong connection with 
Allah, the Exalted, so that they can overcome all difficulties in this world 
and in the hereafter successfully to remember Allah, the Exalted, as 
much as possible. Put simply, the more they remember Him the more 
they will achieve this vital goal. 


This is achieved by practically acting on the three levels of the 
remembrance of Allah, the Exalted. The first level is to remember Allah, 
the Exalted, internally and silently. This includes correcting one's 
intention so that they only act in order to please Allah, the Exalted. The 
second is by remembering Allah, the Exalted, through one’s tongue. But 
the highest and most effective way of strengthening one's bond with 
Allah, the Exalted, is practically remembering Him with one's limbs. This 
is achieved by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions 
and by facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This 
requires one to gain and act on Islamic knowledge which in turn is the 
root of all good and success in both worlds. 


Those who remain on the first two levels will receive reward depending 
on their intention but they are unlikely to increase the strength of their 
faith and piety unless they move to the third and highest level of the 
remembrance of Allah, the Exalted. 


“And when you have completed your rites, remember Allah like 
your [previous] remembrance of your fathers or with [much] greater 
remembrance...” 


In the age of ignorance, the time before Islam, the pilgrims would spend 
time during and after the rites of the Holy Pilgrimage were completed in 
boasting about their forefathers and relatives to one another. This has 
been discussed in Tafsir lon Kathir, Volume 1, Page 567. 


Allah, the Exalted, indicates that this was a foolish custom as being 
linked to a revered person is not good enough to obtain peace and 
salvation in both worlds. Instead one must remember Allah, the Exalted, 
meaning, sincerely obey Him in order to achieve this noble goal. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 5116, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, clearly warned that 
nobility does not lie in one's lineage as all people are the descendants of 
the Holy Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, and he was made of dust. 
Therefore, people should give up boasting about their relatives and 
lineage. 


It is important to understand that even though some ignorant Muslims 
have adopted the attitude of other nations by creating castes and sects 
thereby believing some people are superior to others based on these 
groups Islam declared a simple criterion for superiority namely, piety. 
Meaning, the more a Muslim fulfills the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 
refrains from His prohibitions and faces destiny with patience the greater 


they are in rank in the sight of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, 
verse 13: 


“...Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most 
righteous of you...” 


This verse destroys all other standards which have been created by 
ignorant people such as one’s race, ethnicity, wealth, gender or social 
status. 


In addition, if a Muslim is proud of a pious person in their lineage they 
should correctly demonstrate this belief by praising Allah, the Exalted, 
and following in their footsteps. Boasting about others without following 
in their footsteps will not help someone in either this world or the next. 
This has been made clear in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2945. 


Finally, the one who is proud of others but fails to follow in their footsteps 
is indirectly dishonoring them as the outside world will observe their bad 
character and assume their righteous ancestor behaved in the same 
manner. These people should therefore strive harder in the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, because of this reason. These are like those people 
who adopt the outward traditions and advice of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, such as growing a beard 
or wearing a scarf yet, fail to adopt his inner character. The outside 
world will only think negatively about the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 


peace and blessings be upon him, when they observe the bad character 
of these Muslims. 


“And when you have completed your rites, remember Allah like 
your [previous] remembrance of your fathers or with [much] greater 
remembrance...” 


This verse also indicates that one should avoid adopting and acting on 
the non-Muslim customary practices of their forefathers especially, in 
acts of worship, and instead sincerely obey Allah, the Exalted, in ways 
prescribed by Islam. In fact, the more Muslims follow non-Muslim 
customary practices the less they will follow the teachings of the Holy 
Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. This is quite evident in this day and age as many 
Muslims have adopted the cultural practices of other nations which has 
caused them to become distant from the teachings of Islam. For 
example, one only needs to observe the modern Muslim wedding to 
observe how many non-Muslim cultural practices have been adopted by 
Muslims. What makes this worse is that many Muslims cannot 
differentiate between Islamic practices based on the Holy Quran and 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, and the cultural practices of non-Muslims. Because of this non- 
Muslims cannot differentiate between them either which has caused 
great problems for Islam. For example, honour killings is a cultural 
practice which has nothing to do with Islam yet because of the ignorance 
of Muslims and their habit of adopting non-Muslim cultural practices 
Islam is blamed every time an honour killing occurs in society. The Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, removed the 
social barriers in the form of casts and brotherhoods in order to unite 
people yet ignorant Muslims have resurrected them by adopting the 
cultural practices of non-Muslims. Simply put, the more cultural practices 
Muslims adopt the less they will act on the Holy Quran and the traditions 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


“,..And among the people is he who says, “Our Lord, give us in this 
world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share.” 


This is the one who desires and asks for worldly things without knowing 
if they are truly good for them or not. 


It is important for Muslims to recognize why their worship Allah, the 
Exalted, as this reason can be a cause for an increase in obedience to 
Allah, the Exalted, or in some cases it can lead to disobedience. When 
one worships Allah, the Exalted, in order to gain lawful worldly things 
from Him they run the risk of becoming disobedient to Him. This type of 
person has been mentioned in the Holy Quran. Chapter 22 Al Hajj, verse 
11: 


“And of the people is he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is touched 
by good, he is reassured by it; but if he is struck by trial, he turns on his 
face [to disobedience]. He has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is 
what is the manifest loss.” 


As they obey Allah, the Exalted, in order to receive worldly blessings the 
moment they fail to receive them or encounter a difficulty they often 
become angered which turns them away from the obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted. These people often obey and disobey Allah, the Exalted, 
according to the situation they are facing which in reality contradicts true 
servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. 


Even though, desiring lawful worldly things from Allah, the Exalted, is 
acceptable in Islam yet, if one persists with this attitude they may 
become like those mentioned in this verse. It is far better to worship 
Allah, the Exalted, in order to be saved in the hereafter and obtain 
Paradise. This person is unlikely to alter their behaviour when 
encountering difficulties. But the highest and best reason is to obey 
Allah, the Exalted, simply because He is their Lord and the Lord of the 
universe. This Muslim, if sincere, will remain steadfast in all situations 
and through this obedience they will be granted both worldly and 
religious blessings which outstrip the worldly blessings the first type of 
person would ever receive. 


To conclude, it is important for Muslims to reflect on their intention and if 
necessary correct it so that it encourages them to remain firm on the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining 
from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, in all 
situations. 


“,..And among the people is he who says, “Our Lord, give us in this 
world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share.” 


This is the one who desires and asks for worldly things without knowing 
if they are truly good for them or not. 


As these people are only concerned with worldly blessings therefore 
they will have no share in the hereafter. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4108, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the material 
world compared to the hereafter is like a drop of water compared to an 
ocean. 


In reality, this parable was given in order for people to understand how 
small the material world is compared to the hereafter. But in reality they 
cannot be compared as the material world is temporal whereas the 
hereafter is eternal. Meaning, the limited cannot be compared to the 
unlimited. The material world can be split into four categories: fame, 
fortune, authority and one's social life, such as their family and friends. 
No matter what worldly blessing one obtains which falls within these 
groups it will always be imperfect, transient and death will cut a person 
off from the blessing. On the other hand, the blessings in the hereafter 
are lasting and perfect. So in this respect the material world is no more 
than a drop compared to an endless ocean. 


In addition, a person is not guaranteed to experience a long life in this 
world as the time of death is unknown. Whereas, everyone is 
guaranteed to experience death and reach the hereafter. So it is foolish 
to strive for a day, such as one's retirement, which they may never reach 
over striving for the hereafter which they are guaranteed to reach. 


This does not mean one should abandon the world as it is a bridge 
which must be crossed in order to reach the hereafter safely. Instead, a 
Muslim should take from this material world enough to fulfill their 
necessities and the necessities of their dependents according to the 
teachings of Islam without waste, excessiveness or extravagance. And 
then dedicate the rest of their efforts in preparing for the eternal 
hereafter by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from 
His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the 
teachings of Islam. 


An intelligent person will not prioritize the drop of water over an endless 
ocean and an intelligent Muslim would not prioritize the temporal 
material world over the eternal hereafter. 


“,..And among the people is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this 
world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share.” 


This is the one who desires and asks for worldly things without knowing 
if they are truly good for them or not. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2886, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, criticized the slaves of 
wealth and fine clothing. These people are pleased when they receive 
these things and become displeased when they do not. 


In reality, this applies to all non-essential worldly things. This criticism is 
not directed at those who strive in the material world in order to fulfill 
their needs and the needs of their dependents as this is a part of 
obeying Allah, the Exalted. But it is directed at those who either pursue 
the unlawful in order to obtain wealth and other worldly things in order to 
satisfy their desires and the desires of others. And it is directed at those 
who pursue non-essential lawful things in such a way that it causes them 
to neglect obeying Allah, the Exalted, correctly. This obedience involves 
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing 
destiny with patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This prevents them from 
preparing adequately for the hereafter and their final judgment. 


In addition, this criticism is for those who are impatient when they do not 
obtain their unnecessary desires in this world. This attitude can cause a 
Muslim to obey Allah, the Exalted, on the edge. Meaning, they obey Him 


when they obtain their desires but when they do not they angrily turn 
away from His obedience. The Holy Quran has warned of a severe loss 
in both worlds for the one who adopts this attitude. Chapter 22 Al Hajj, 
verse 11: 


“And of the people is he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is touched 
by good, he is reassured by it; but if he is struck by trial, he turns on his 
face [to unbelief]. He has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is what 
is the manifest loss.” 


Muslims should instead learn to be patient and content with what they 
possess as this is true richness according to a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 2420. In reality, the person full of desires is needy 
meaning, poor even if they possess much wealth. A Muslim should know 
Allah, the Exalted, grants people what is best for them and not according 
to their desires as this in most cases would lead to their destruction. 
Chapter 42 Ash Shuraa, verse 27: 


“And if Allah had extended [excessively] provision for His servants, they 
would have committed tyranny throughout the earth. But He sends [it] 
down in an amount which He wills. Indeed He is, of His servants, Aware 
and Seeing.” 


“,..And among the people is he who says, “Our Lord, give us in this 
world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share.” 


This verse also indicates that this type of Muslim only desires worldly 
things out of greed without thinking about the consequences of obtaining 
them as they may well not be good for them. 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2376, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that craving for 
wealth and status is more destructive to one's faith than the destruction 
caused by two hungry wolves which are set free on a herd of sheep. 


This shows that hardly any of a Muslim’s faith remains secure if they 
crave after wealth and fame in this world just as hardly any of the sheep 
will be saved from two hungry wolves. So this great similitude contains a 
severe warning against the evil of craving after excess wealth and social 
status in the world. 


The first type of craving for wealth is when one has extreme love for 
wealth and strives without fatigue to acquire it through lawful means. To 
behave in such a manner is not the sign of wise person as a Muslim 
should firmly believe their provision is guaranteed to them and this 
allotment can never change. In fact, the provision of the creation was 
allocated over fifty thousand years before the creation of the Heavens 
and the Earth. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 
number 6748. This person will undoubtedly neglect their duties as they 
are too preoccupied with obtaining wealth. A body which is too busy 


acquiring wealth will never prepare adequately for the hereafter. In fact, 
this person will dedicate so much effort to acquiring wealth that they may 
not even get a chance to enjoy it. Instead, they will depart this world and 
leave it behind for other people to enjoy even though they will be held 
accountable for it. This person may acquire wealth lawfully but they will 
still not find peace of mind as no matter how much they obtain they will 
only desire more. This person is needy and therefore, a real pauper 
even if they possess much wealth. 


The only craving which is beneficial is craving for accumulating true 
wealth namely, righteous deeds in order to prepare for one's day of 
return. 


The second type of craving for wealth is similar to the first type but in 
addition to it this type of person acquires wealth through unlawful means 
and fails to fulfil the rights of people, such as the obligatory charity. The 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 
warned against this in many Hadiths. For example, in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 6576, he warned that this attitude destroyed the 
past nations as they made unlawful things lawful, withheld the rights of 
others and killed others for the sake of excess wealth. This person 
strives for the wealth they are not entitled to which leads to countless 
major sins. When one adopts this attitude they become intensely greedy. 
As warned by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961, the 
greedy person is far from Allah, the Exalted, far from Paradise, far from 
people and close to Hell. In fact, a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 
number 3114, warns that extreme greed and true faith will never 
combine in the heart of a true Muslim. 


If a Muslim adopts this type of craving then the extreme danger of it is 
clear even to an uneducated Muslim. It will destroy their faith until 
nothing except a little remains just like the main Hadith under discussion 
warns that this destruction to one’s faith is more severe than the 
destruction caused by two hungry wolves which are let loose on a herd 
of sheep. This Muslim risks losing the little faith they possess at the 
moment of their death, which is the greatest loss. A person's craving for 
fame and status is arguably more destructive to one's faith than craving 
for excess wealth. A person will often spend their beloved wealth on 
obtaining fame and prestige. 


It is rare for someone to obtain status and fame and still remain firm on 
the correct path whereby they prioritise the hereafter over the material 
world. In fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6723, warns that 
a person who seeks status in society, such as leadership, will be left to 
deal with it themself but if someone receives it without asking for it they 
will be aided by Allah, the Exalted, in remaining obedient to Him. This is 
the reason the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, would not appoint a person who requested to be appointed in a 
position of authority or even showed desire for it. This is confirmed in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6923. Another Hadith found in 
Sahih Bukhari, number 7148, warns that people will be keen to obtain 
status and authority but it will be a great regret for them on the Day of 
Judgment. This is a dangerous craving as it forces one to strive 
intensely to obtain it and then strive further in order to hold on to it even 
if it encourages them to commit oppression and other sins. 


The worse type of craving for status is when one obtains this through 
religion. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, has warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2654, 
that this person will go to Hell. 


Therefore, it is safer for a Muslim to avoid the craving for excess wealth 
and high social status as they are two things which can lead to the 
destruction of their faith by distracting them from preparing adequately 
for the hereafter. 


“,..And among the people is he who says, “Our Lord, give us in this 
world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share.” 


This is the one who desires and asks for worldly things without knowing 
if they are truly good for them or not. 


Therefore, this verse criticizes ignorance in respect to Islamic knowledge 
as only this type of knowledge can help one understand what is truly 
good for them. 


A great distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience 
of Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of 
every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would 
never commit them. This refers to true beneficial knowledge which is 
knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all Knowledge which is not acted 
on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in 
this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries 
books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, 
verse 5: 


“...and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) is like that of 
a donkey who carries volumes [of books]...” 


A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins 
intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of 
ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which 
results in them sinning. 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 
highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world 
is cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is 
connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of 
knowledge. This means that all the blessings in the material world will 
become a curse for the one who is ignorant as they will misuse them 
thereby committing sins. 


In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it 
prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all 
of which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The 
ignorant commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid 
a sin if they do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes 
one to neglect their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if 
they are unaware of what their duties are? 


It is therefore a duty on all Muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all 
their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found 
in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 224. 


“,..And among the people is he who says, “Our Lord, give us in this 
world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share.” 


This is the one who desires and asks for worldly things without knowing 
if they are truly good for them or not. 


Therefore, this verse criticizes ignorance in respect to Islamic knowledge 
as only this type of knowledge can help one understand what is truly 
good for them. 


It is important for Muslims to understand that their worldly knowledge 
irrespective of how much they possess is not enough to gain success in 
their religious life. Even though, gaining useful worldly knowledge is 
praiseworthy according to the teachings of Islam as it is an excellent 
means for one to obtain lawful provision for themself and_ their 
dependents yet, it is not enough to safely guide them through their 
religious life. For example, in most cases, worldly knowledge will not 
teach someone how to safely journey through a difficulty or a test ina 
way which pleases Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward in both 
worlds. The obligatory duties and traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, cannot be acted on by a 
Muslim who only possesses worldly knowledge. In fact, religious 
knowledge has the power to guide one to success in both worlds 
whereas worldly knowledge will only aid someone in this world. The one 
who possesses religious knowledge will adhere to the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, which will result in such blessings and grace that they 
will find success in both worlds. Whereas, worldly knowledge will inspire 
one to deduce their own path in religion instead of acting according to 
the teachings of the rightly guided namely, the righteous predecessors. 


Religion is not to about creating one’s own path it is simply to adhere to 
Islamic teachings. 


Unfortunately, many Muslims who possess worldly knowledge do not 
realise this important point which only reduces their chances of 
achieving success in both worlds. Therefore, Muslims should strive to 
obtain and act on both religious and useful worldly knowledge if they 
desire success in both worlds. This is why gaining useful knowledge is a 
duty on all Muslims according to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, 
number 224. 


“,..And among the people is he who says, “Our Lord, give us in this 
world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share.” 


This is the one who desires and asks for worldly things without knowing 
if they are truly good for them or not. 


It is important to understand that even though the Holy Quran and the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, are a cure for worldly problems a Muslim should not use them for 
this purpose only. Meaning, they should not only recite and read them in 
order to fix their worldly problems thereby, treating these sources of 
guidance like a tool which is removed during a difficulty and then placed 
back in a toolbox. The main function of these religious texts is to guide 
one to the hereafter safely meaning, how to use the blessings one 
possesses in the correct way so that they obtain success in both worlds. 
Neglecting this main function and only using them to fix one's worldly 
problems is not correct as it contradicts the behaviour of a true Muslim. It 
is like the one who purchases a car with many different accessories yet, 
it possesses no engine. There is no doubt that this person is simply 
foolish. 


Allah, the Exalted, created the world and placed many means within it so 
that people can fulfill their lawful worldly desires. Therefore, one should 
use these means to fulfill their lawful desires under the guidance of 
Islamic teachings and not use Islamic teachings as a credit card to 
purchase worldly things by reciting and reading them for the sake of 
worldly things. 


As warned by the main verse under discussion if one behaves in this 
way they will obtain no reward in the hereafter for the acts of worship 
performed for the sake of obtaining worldly things as Allah, the Exalted, 
judges and rewards based on a person’s intention. This is confirmed in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1. If a person’s intention is only 
the world then they will get what they intended meaning, they will obtain 
nothing in the hereafter. 


“,..And among the people is he who says, “Our Lord, give us in this 
world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share. But among them 
is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] 
good...”” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2465, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that whoever 
prioritises the hereafter over this material world will be granted 
contentment, their affairs will be corrected for them and they will receive 
their destined provision in an easy way. 


This half of the Hadith means that whoever correctly fulfils their duties in 
respect to Allah, the Exalted, and to the creation, such as providing for 
their family in a lawful manner while avoiding the excess of this material 
world will be granted contentment. This is when one is pleased with what 
they possess without being greedy and actively striving to obtain more 
worldly things. In reality, the one who is content with what they possess 
is a truly rich person even if they possess little wealth as they become 
independent of things. Independence of anything makes one rich in 
respect to it. 


In addition, this attitude will allow one to comfortably deal with any 
worldly issues which may arise during their life. This is because the less 
one interacts with the material world and focuses on the hereafter the 
less worldly issues they will face. The less worldly issues a person faces 
the more comfortable their life will become. For example, the one who 
possesses one house will have fewer issues to deal with in respect to it, 
such as a broken cooker, than the one who possesses ten houses. 
Finally, this person will easily and pleasantly obtain their lawful provision. 


Not only this but Allah, the Exalted, will place such grace in their 
provision that it will cover all their responsibilities and necessities 
meaning, it will satisfy them and their dependents. 


But as mentioned in the other half of this Hadith the one who prioritises 
the material world over the hereafter meaning, by neglecting their duties 
or striving for the unnecessary and excess of this material world will find 
that their need, meaning greed, for worldly things is never satisfied 
which by definition makes them poor even if they possess much wealth. 
These people will go from one worldly issue to another throughout the 
day failing to achieve contentment as they have opened too many 
worldly doors. And they will receive their destined provision with difficulty 
and it will not give them satisfaction and never seem enough to fill their 
greed. This may even push them towards the unlawful which only leads 
to a loss in both worlds. 


“,..And among the people is he who says, “Our Lord, give us in this 
world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share. But among them 
is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] 
good...”” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2322, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that everything 
in this material world is cursed except the remembrance of Allah, the 
Exalted, what is connected to it, the knowledgeable person and the 
student of knowledge. 


The remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, encompasses all the levels of 
remembrance. Namely, internal silent remembrance, which includes 
correcting one’s intention so that they only act for the sake of Allah, the 
Exalted. Remembering Allah, the Exalted, via the tongue and the most 
important is practically remembering Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 
patience. 


Anything which leads to the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, includes 
the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, such as striving in the material world 
in order to fulfill one's necessities and the necessities of their 
dependents according to the teachings of Islam without waste, 
excessiveness or extravagance. In reality, this includes any action which 
appears worldly or religious as long as it involves the obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted. 


Both the knowledgeable person and the student of knowledge are the 
only people in reality who will obey Allah, the Exalted, correctly as this is 
not possible to achieve without knowledge. An ignorant person disobeys 
Allah, the Exalted, without even realizing it as they are unaware of what 
counts as a sin or a righteous deed. In some cases, one may even 
believe they are strictly obeying Him even though they are far from it. 


To conclude, in reality nothing is really cursed in the material world in 
itself. It is how a thing is used which determines if it is cursed or not. For 
example, if wealth is used correctly according to the teachings of Islam 
then it is a great blessing in both worlds. But if it is misused or hoarded 
then it will become a curse for its owner in both worlds. This can be 
applied to all things in this world. 


“_..And among the people is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in 
this world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share. But among 
them is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] 
good...”” 


It is important for Muslims to understand that they should not define a 
situation as good or bad according to worldly definitions. For example, 
according to a worldly definition being wealthy is good whereas being 
poor is bad. Instead, Muslims should ascribe good and bad to events 
and things according to the teachings of Islam. Meaning, anything which 
takes one closer to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of 
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 
destiny with patience, is good even if it is seen as bad from a worldly 
point of view. And anything which takes one away from the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, is bad even if it appears good. 


There are many examples throughout the teachings of Islam which 
demonstrate this. For example, Qarun was an extremely wealthy person 
who lived in the time of the Holy Prophet Musa, peace be upon him. 
Many people then and now may consider his wealth to be a good thing 
but as it led him to pride it became a means of his destruction. So in his 
case being wealthy was a bad thing. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verses 79- 
81. 


“So he came out before his people in his adornment. Those who desired 
the worldly life said, "Oh, would that we had like what was given to 
Qarun. Indeed, he is one of great fortune. But those who had been given 
knowledge said, "Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for he who 
believes and does righteousness. And none are granted it except the 


patient." And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home. And 
there was for him no company to aid him other than Allah, nor was he of 
those who [could] defend themselves.” 


On the other hand, the third rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Usman Bin 
Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, was also wealthy yet he used his 
wealth in the correct way. In fact, once after donating a large amount of 
wealth he was told by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, that nothing could harm his faith after that day. 
This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
3701. So in his case wealth was a good thing. 


To conclude, a Muslim should remember that every difficulty they face 
has wisdoms behind it even if they do not observe them. So they should 
not believe something is good or bad from a worldly point of view. 
Meaning, if the thing encourages them towards the obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted, then it is good even if it looks bad. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 
verse 216: 


“,..But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


“_..And among the people is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this 
world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share. But among them 
is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] 
good...”” 


In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or 
bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is 
used. It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything 
which was created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly 
according to the teachings of Islam. When something is not used 
correctly it in reality becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in 
both worlds when it is used correctly such as being spent on the 
necessities of a person and their dependents. But it can become useless 
and even a curse for its bearer if it is not used correctly, such as being 
hoarded or spent on sinful things. Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth 
to lose value. How can paper and metal coins one tucks away be 
useful? In this respect, there is no difference between a blank piece of 
paper and a note of money. It is only useful when it is used correctly. 


So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing 
for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly 
according to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if 
they use them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden 
and curse for them in both worlds. It is as simple as that. 


“...And among the people is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this 
world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share. But among them 
is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] 
good and in the Hereafter [that which is] good...”” 


The first type of Muslim has set obtaining worldly blessings as their 
ultimate goal. Whereas, the second type of Muslim uses worldly things 
as a means to obtain peace and success in both worlds. This is in fact 
the meaning of the good mentioned in these verses. 


Every worldly blessing a Muslim possesses is only a means which 
should aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. 
For example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, 
the Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling 
their necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end 
or an ultimate goal in itself. 


This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter 
but it also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a 
Muslim treats each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to 
please Allah, the Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it 
will not have such a detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, 
which is an acceptable emotion, but they will not become grieved which 
leads to impatience and other mental problems, such as depression. 
This is because they firmly believe the worldly blessing they possessed 
was only a means so losing it does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal 
namely, Paradise, the loss of which is disastrous. Therefore, still 
possessing and concentrating on the ultimate goal will prevent them 
from becoming grieved. 


In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only 
a means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to 
reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also 
prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly 
blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when 
losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief 
will lead to depression and other mental issues. 


To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a 
means to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how 
one can possess things without being possessed by them. This is how 
they can keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts. 


“,..And among the people is he who says, “Our Lord, give us in this 
world,” and he will have in the Hereafter no share. But among them is 
he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world [that which is] good and 

in the Hereafter [that which is] good...”” 


It is important for Muslims to strive in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 
destiny with patience as Allah, the Exalted, has guaranteed a good life in 
both worlds for the one who behaves in this manner. Chapter 16 An Nahl, 
verse 97: 


“Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a 
believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely 
give them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the best of what they 
used to do.” 


This good life will protect a Muslim from severe grief, depression and other 
extreme moods and mental disorders which can destroy a person's life. 
Even though, Muslims will face difficulties which will sadden them but if 
they obey Allah, the Exalted, this sadness will never become extreme and 
effect their entire life on a long term basis. This is because a Muslim who 
strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, has an excellent reason to 
continue moving forward through their difficulty without giving up and 
turning to depression and even suicide. For example, they look forward to 
the countless reward which will be granted to the patient. Chapter 39 Az 
Zumar, verse 10: 


“_..Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [I.e., limit].” 


Whereas, the Muslim who does not strive in the obedience of Allah, the 
Exalted, and only claims the title of being a Muslim with their tongue will not 
be granted this attitude and a good life. And whenever they face difficulties 
it will drive them to extreme moods and mental disorders which will destroy 
their entire life. 


“But among them is he who says, "Our Lord, give us in this world 
[that which is] good and in the Hereafter [that which is] good and 
protect us from the punishment of the Fire."” 


This supplication reminds Muslims of the importance of understanding that 
the material world is a bridge which connects one to the hereafter. It cannot 
be completely abandoned as it must be crossed in order to reach the other 
side safely. But it is important to note, this does not mean one is 
encouraged to indulge excessively in the unnecessary lawful aspects of the 
material world as good in this material world is not what society, fashion, 
culture or people define as good. But true good is what Islam defines as 
good. Namely, anything which is beneficial to one's hereafter. For example, 
wealth when used correctly such as fulfilling one's necessities and the 
necessities of their dependents is a good thing. But wealth used incorrectly 
such as being wasted or spent extravagantly is not good at all. Good health 
is a good thing when one uses it in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, but 
a bad thing when it is used to disobey Him. So one should remember that 
anything which is beneficial to one's hereafter is actually good even if 
society labels it as insignificant and this has been indicated in this 
supplication. 


Good in the hereafter consists of being forgiven by Allah, the Exalted, and 
entering Paradise without entering Hell first. But one should support this 
verbal supplication practically by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the 
Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 
patience. Simply declaring with one's words and not supporting it through 
actions is only wishful thinking which has little or no real value. 


In reality, the fire mentioned in this supplication refers to anything which 
leads to the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted, not just the fire of Hell. 
Therefore, Muslims should actively avoid all things, places and people 
which invite them towards the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted, and 
encourage their dependents to do the same. In reality, it is this fire which 
leads one to the fire of Hell on Judgment Day. 


“But among them is he who says, "Our Lord, give us...in the Hereafter 
[that which is] good and protect us from the punishment of the Fire." 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2559, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Paradise is 
surrounded by hardships and Hell is surrounded by desires. 


This means the path which leads to Paradise contains difficulties and 
hardships. In most cases, a person cannot obtain good in this world without 
going through some sort of difficulty, such as exerting one's energy, then 
how can one believe they can obtain Paradise without facing difficulties? If 
one turns the pages of history they will observe the righteous always faced 
difficulties but as they knew the path of Paradise contained difficulties they 
maintained their focus on the destination instead of the difficulties. In fact, 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 
declared that no one had been tested more than him in a Hadith found in 
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2472. Therefore, Muslims must realize a fact that 
facing some difficulties in this world is an extremely small price to pay to 
obtain the permanent bliss of Paradise. Therefore, they should remain 
patient through all difficulties while focusing on the destination. 


The path to Hell is full of desires. This indicates the importance of 
maintaining one's obedience to Allah, the Exalted, at all times by fulfilling 
His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 
patience. Even though it is not unlawful to enjoy lawful pleasures in this 
world a Muslim should minimize these as much as possible as these lawful 
desires often lead to unlawful desires. It is why a Hadith found in Jami At 


Tirmidhi, number 1205, advises that the one who behaves in such a 
manner will safe guard their faith and honor. A Muslim should never obey 
their desires or the desires of others if it means they will disobey Allah, the 
Exalted, as the pleasure of fulfilling desires vanishes quickly whereas the 
regret and the potential punishment will last long. 


To conclude, a desire fulfilled will not make one feel better if they end up in 
Hell. And a difficulty one faces will not make them feel bad if they end up in 
Paradise. 


“,..and protect us from the punishment of the Fire." 


The thing to remember is that in reality each person who will end up in Hell 
takes the fire, which they will encounter in Hell, with them from this world in 
the form of their sins. When a Muslim engraves this reality into their mind 
they will observe each sin, major or minor, as a piece of unbearable fire. 
The same way a person avoids fire in this world they should avoid sins as 
in reality sins are like hidden fire which will be shown to them in the 
hereafter. 


In addition, a Muslim should not live in heedlessness and believe they can 
simply claim love for Allah, the Exalted, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, and the Companions, may Allah be 
pleased with them, without supporting this verbal declaration with actions. If 
this was true then the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, would 
not have strived so hard in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and they 
undoubtedly understood Islam and Judgment Day better than the people 
after them. Simply put, a declaration of love without actions will not save 
one from Hell. In fact, it has been made clear that some Muslims will enter 
Hell on Judgment Day. The Muslim who abandons acting on Islamic 
teachings should understand that their attitude may cause them to lose 
their faith before their death so that they enter Judgment Day as a non- 
Muslim, which is the greatest loss. 


The same way one would not enter a battle without armour and a shield a 
Muslim should not enter Judgment Day without the armour and shield of 
righteous deeds. Otherwise, the same way the soldier who has no 


protection will most likely be harmed so will a Muslim who reaches 
Judgment Day without the protection provided by the obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted, which involves fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. A Muslim 
should remember that the luxuries and pleasures of the material world they 
enjoyed will not make them feel better if they end up in Hell. In fact, it will 
only make them feel worse. 


“Those will have a share of what they have earned...” 


This verse indicates the importance of actualizing one’s faith through 
actions as faith alone is not good enough to obtain peace and salvation in 
both worlds. 


Some people claim that their belief and obedience to their God is in their 
hearts and they therefore do not need to demonstrate it practically. 
Unfortunately, this foolish mentality has infected many Muslims who believe 
they possess a pure faithful heart even though they fail to fulfil the 
obligatory duties of Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, has clearly declared in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn 
Majah, number 3984, that when one's heart is pure the body becomes pure 
which means their actions become correct. But if one's heart is corrupt the 
body becomes corrupt which means their actions will be corrupt and 
incorrect. Therefore, the one who does not obey Allah, the Exalted, by 
fulfilling their duties practically can never have a pure heart. 


In addition, demonstrating one's faith in Allah, the Exalted, practically is 
their proof and evidence which is required on Judgment Day in order to be 
granted Paradise. Not having this practical evidence is as silly as a student 
who hands back a blank exam paper to their teacher claiming their 
knowledge is in their mind so they therefore do not need to write it down by 
answering the exam questions. The same way this student would 
undoubtedly fail so will a person who reaches Judgment Day without the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of fulfilling His commands, 


refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, even if 
they possess faith in their heart. 


“Those will have a share of what they have earned...” 


This verse encourages Muslims to act in good ways, as prescribed by 
Islam, so that they earn good in both worlds. Unfortunately, some Muslims 
have adopted a weak characteristic which only hinders them from 
improving for the better. Namely, they compare their situation and 
circumstances to others who are facing easier circumstances and use this 
as an excuse not to increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, by 
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 
destiny with patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. For example, a person who 
works full time excuses their lack of striving in the obedience of Allah, the 
Exalted, by comparing themself to someone who works part time and 
simply claims it is easier for them to increase their obedience to Allah, the 
Exalted, as they have more free time. Or a poorer Muslim turns away from 
giving any form of charity by observing those who possess more wealth 
and claims that the wealthy person can more easily give charity than them. 
They fail to understand that these excuses may make their souls feel better 
but it does not aid them in this world or in the next. Allah, the Exalted, does 
not desire people to act according to the means of others He only desires 
people to act in His obedience according to their own means. For example, 
a person who works full time can dedicate whatever free time they possess 
in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, even if that is less than someone 
who works part time. In this respect what the part timer does has no effect 
on the one who works full time so using them as an excuse not to strive 
harder is simply a lame excuse. The poor Muslim should simply donate 
according to their means even if that is much less than the wealthy person 
as Allah, the Exalted, will judge them on what they do and He will not judge 
them according to what other Muslims do. 


Muslims should give up these useless excuses and simply obey Allah, the 
Exalted, according to their own means. 


“_..and Allah is swift in account.” 


Allah, the Exalted, is the only One who will hold the entire creation 
accountable for their deeds. The Muslim who understands this divine 
name will only obey Allah, the Exalted, and avoid His disobedience as 
they know no deed, good or bad, will escape the reckoning of Allah, the 
Exalted. 


Therefore, it is important for Muslims to regularly assess their own 
deeds. As no one except Allah, the Exalted, is better aware of them than 
themselves. When one honestly judges their own deeds it will inspire 
them to sincerely repent from their sins and encourage them towards 
righteous deeds. But the one who fails to regularly assess their deeds 
will lead a life of heedlessness whereby they commit sins without 
sincerely repenting. This person will find the weighing of their deeds on 
the Day of Judgment extremely difficult. In fact, it may well cause them 
to be hurled into Hell. 


A clever business owner will always regularly assess their accounts. 
This will ensure their business heads in the right direction and ensures 
they complete all the necessary accounts such as a tax return correctly. 
But the foolish business owner will not regularly take accounts of their 
business. This will lead to a loss in profits and a failure in correctly 
preparing for their accounts. Those who fail to file their accounts 
correctly with the government face penalties which only makes their lives 
more difficult. But the key thing to note is that the penalty of failing to 
correctly assess and prepare one's deeds for the Scales of Judgment 
Day does not involve a monetary fine. Its penalty is more severe and 
truly unbearable. Chapter 99 Az Zalzalah, verses 7-8: 


“So whoever does an atom's weight of good will see it. And whoever 
does an atom's weight of evil will see it.” 
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